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The Bicycle Friendly States ranking is based on a comprehensive survey completed by state departments of transportation and state bicycling advocates. It asks comprehen-
sive questions across 5 categories: Legislation and Enforcement, Policies and Programs, Infrastructure and Funding, Education and Encouragement, Evaluation and Planning. 
The results listed above provide only a snap shot of the full application. They are intended to offer some ideas for further growth in bicycle friendliness. For more information, 
visit www.bikeleague.org/states or contact Ken McLeod at (202)-822-1333 or ken@bikeleague.org.
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•	 Update	law	that	makes	maintenance	payments	
to	cities	based	upon	the	number	of	moving	lane	
miles	available	and	which	discourages	road	diets	
and	bicycle	lanes	in	urban	areas.	Road	diets	can	
substantially	increase	bicyclist	and	pedestrian	safety	
without	significant	impacts	on	automotive	mobility.	
Policies	should	support	road	diets	and	not	punish	
communities	for	implementing	road	diets	by	reducing	
payments	when	automotive	lanes	are	removed.

•	 Adopt	a	law	prohibiting	a	motorist	from	opening	
an	automobile’s	door	unless	the	motorist	is	
able	to	do	so	safely.	Virginia	is	one	of	only	
10	states	to	not	have	this	type	of	law.

•	 Incentivize	and	document	compliance	with	
Commonwealth	Transportation	Board	
policies	related	to	inclusion	of	bicycle	
and	pedestrian	facilities	in	projects.	

•	 Dedicate	state	funding	for	bicycle	projects	and	
programs,	especially	those	focused	on	safety,	
eliminating	gaps	and	increasing	access	for	bicycle	
networks.	Creating	programmatic	funding	allows	
local	communities	to	better	understand	how	to	
access	state	funding	or	helps	guide	the	state’s	
funding	priorities	for	maximum	impact.

•	 Adopt	a	mode	share	goal	for	biking	to	
encourage	the	integration	of	bicycle	
transportation	needs	into	all	transportation	
and	land	use	policy	and	project	decisions.

•	 Adopt	a	vulnerable	road	user	law	that	increases	
penalties	for	a	motorist	that	injures	or	kills	a	bicyclist	
or	pedestrian.	Model	language	is	available	here:	
http://bikeleague.org/content/model-legislation.

•	 Add	bicycle	safety	as	an	emphasis	area	in	
the	state	Strategic	Highway	Safety	Plan	and	
aggressively	fund	bike	safety	projects.


