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The Bicycle Friendly States ranking is based on a comprehensive survey completed by state departments of transportation and state bicycling advocates. It asks comprehen-
sive questions across 5 categories: Legislation and Enforcement, Policies and Programs, Infrastructure and Funding, Education and Encouragement, Evaluation and Planning. 
The results listed above provide only a snap shot of the full application. They are intended to offer some ideas for further growth in bicycle friendliness. For more information, 
visit www.bikeleague.org/states or contact Nicole Wynands at (202)-822-1333 or nicole@bikeleague.org.
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•	 Amend	your	safe	passing	law	to	require	a	minimum	
distance	of	3	feet	to	address	bicyclist	safety.

•	 Adopt	a	vulnerable	road	user	law	that	
increases	penalties	for	a	motorist	that	injures	
or	kills	a	bicyclist	or	pedestrian.

•	 Update	state	traffic	laws	regarding	bicyclists	riding	
“as	far	right	as	practicable”	to	include	the	four	
exemptions	listed	in	the	Uniform	Vehicle	Code.

•	 Adopt	a	law	prohibiting	a	motorist	from	
opening	an	automobile’s	door	unless	the	
motorist	is	able	to	do	so	safely.

•	 Integrate	bicycle	enforcement	training	into	the	
police	academy	curriculum	for	new	officers.	

•	 Adopt	performance	measures,	such	as	mode	shift	or	
a	low	percentage	of	exempted	projects,	to	better	track	
and	support	Complete	Streets	Policy	compliance.

•	 Ensure	that	no	funds	from	the	Transportation	
Alternatives	program	are	transferred	for	purposes	
other	than	bicycling	and	walking	projects.

•	 The	state	could	spend	more	federal	funding	
on	bicyclists	and	pedestrians.	Adopt	project	
prioritization	criteria	for	federal	funds	that	
incentivize	bicycle	projects	and	accommodations.

•	 Establish	a	statewide	bicycle	advisory	
committee	to	provide	accountability	for	
bicycle	projects	and	programs.	

•	 North	Carolina	has	a	high	number	of	bicyclist	
fatalities.	Ensure	that	bicycle	safety	is	a	major	
emphasis	in	all	transportation	projects,	
programs	and	policies	to	address	this	issue.
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