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The Bicycle Friendly States ranking is based on a comprehensive survey completed by state departments of transportation and state bicycling advocates. It asks comprehen-
sive questions across 5 categories: Legislation and Enforcement, Policies and Programs, Infrastructure and Funding, Education and Encouragement, Evaluation and Planning. 
The results listed above provide only a snap shot of the full application. They are intended to offer some ideas for further growth in bicycle friendliness. For more information, 
visit www.bikeleague.org/states or contact Nicole Wynands at (202)-822-1333 or nicole@bikeleague.org.
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•	 Adopt	a	safe	passing	law	with	a	minimum	
distance	of	3	feet	to	address	bicyclist	safety.

•	 Update	state	traffic	laws	regarding	bicyclists	riding	
“as	far	right	as	practicable”	to	include	the	four	
exemptions	listed	in	the	Uniform	Vehicle	Code.

•	 Develop	a	Police	Officer	Standards	and	Training	
(POST)	curriculum	for	bicycling	enforcement	both	for	
new	officers	and	continuing	education	–	focus	on	laws	
related	to	bicyclists,	interactions	between	motorists	
and	bicyclists,	and	bicycle	collision	investigation.

•	 Adopt	a	statewide	Complete	Streets	policy.	

•	 The	state	could	be	spending	a	higher	amount	of	
federal	funding	on	bicyclists	and	pedestrians.	Adopt	
project	prioritization	criteria	for	federal	funds	that	
incentivize	bicycle	projects	and	accommodations.

•	 Dedicate	state	funding	for	bicycle	projects	
and	programs,	especially	those	focused	
on	safety	and	eliminating	gaps	and	
increasing	access	for	bicycle	networks.

•	 Create	a	state	bicycle	riders	manual	to	ensure	cyclists	
have	a	pocket	guide	for	rules	of	the	road,	relevant	laws,	
state	bike	routes,	and	other	necessary	information.

•	 Create	a	state	website	with	resources	on	bicycle	
commuting,	touring,	state	bike	routes,	planning	
documents,	and	other	relevant	information.

•	 Adopt	a	statewide	bicycle	plan	that	addresses	each	
of	the	five	“Es”,	has	clear	implementation	actions,	
and	performance	measures	to	gauge	success.

•	 Adopt	a	mode	share	goal	for	biking	to	
encourage	the	integration	of	bicycle	
transportation	needs	into	all	transportation	
and	land	use	policy	and	project	decisions.
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