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Criteria
Peak of 80+ questions and 300+ potential
options in 2015
Current = 36 questions

~100 potential answer options

Bicycle
Friendly
State History
Since 2008

Every-other-year since 2015

Historical rankings available

https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/PY53f/3/


Goal: Understand what states are doing and
encourage states to improve bicycling
conditions

Bicycle
Friendly
State Survey
Survey to state DOT bike/ped

coordinators, conducted every other

year

https://bikeleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Bicycle_Friendly_State_Survey_2024_Final.docx.pdf


Funding - 6 questions worth 40 points or 16% of all available points
Infrastructure - 6 questions worth 40 points or 16% of all available points
Safety - 4 questions worth 40 points or 16% of all available points
Planning - 6 questions worth 35 points or 14% of all available points
Laws - 4 questions worth 35 points or 14% of all available points
#EveryRideCounts - 5 questions worth 35 points or 14% of all available points
Capacity & Support - 5 questions worth 25 points or 10% of all available
points

Bicycle
Friendly
State Survey

Categories & Points



Goal: Answer questions and provide guidance
on using the report card

Bicycle
Friendly
State Guide
What is on the report card?



Since 2017 we have reported these three key
data points on each state’s report card

Bicycle
Friendly
State Data
Key Outcome Data on each report

card



Data is from the Census Bureau’s American
Community Survey

Bicycle
Friendly
State Data
Ridership - Percent of workers who

use a bicycle as their primary mode

of transportation to work

https://data.bikeleague.org/data/states-rates-of-active-commuting/#changes-in-active-commuter-mode-share


For motor vehicles, traffic safety agencies often
adjust fatality data by volumes

For bicyclists, there is no national reporting of
volumes, so we use the only data we have -
Census Bureau estimates of bicycle commuters

Bicycle
Friendly
State Data
Safety - Bicyclist fatalities per 10,000

bicycle commuters

Only 20 states have 10,000+

bicycle commuters

All have >1000, but 8 have <2000

https://data.bikeleague.org/data/states-biking-walking-road-safety/#bicyclist-fatalities-per-bicyclist-commuters-over-time
https://data.bikeleague.org/data/states-biking-walking-road-safety/#bicyclist-fatalities-per-bicyclist-commuters-over-time


Data is from publicly reported FHWA obligations
Percentage covered by 2% Bicycle Friendly
Action
Per Capita reported as key data

Bicycle
Friendly
State Data
Spending - Federal obligations per

capita

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/funding/bipedfund.cfm
https://data.bikeleague.org/data/states-funding-for-biking-walking/#federal-funds-per-capita-obligated-to-biking-and-walking
https://data.bikeleague.org/data/states-funding-for-biking-walking/#federal-funds-per-capita-obligated-to-biking-and-walking


Bicycle
Friendly
State Data
States are responsible for the

roadways where most bicyclists

deaths occur

See data at data.bikeleague.org

https://data.bikeleague.org/nhtsa-data-bonus-roadway-ownership-data-shows-state-owned-roads-have-increasing-share-of-traffic-deaths/
https://data.bikeleague.org/nhtsa-data-bonus-roadway-ownership-data-shows-state-owned-roads-have-increasing-share-of-traffic-deaths/
https://data.bikeleague.org/nhtsa-data-bonus-roadway-ownership-data-shows-state-owned-roads-have-increasing-share-of-traffic-deaths/


What to
Expect
Ranking Release next Month



C A T E G O R Y  R E O R G A N I Z A T I O N

N E W  B I C Y C L E  F R I E N D L Y

A C T I O N

# S L O W R O A D S  S A V E  L I V E S

A N D  # R E A D Y T O R I D E

C A M P A I G N  I N T E G R A T I O N

CHANGES



Bicycle Friendly
Action

New



Goal: Clear guidance on priority actions that
EVERY STATE can and should take

Bicycle
Friendly
Actions
Actions EVERY STATE should take



Three Actions are one-time actions
Two actions require ongoing effort

Bike Plan, every ten years
2% Federal Funding, assessed every two years

Majority
(56%) of
states take
3+ Bicycle
Friendly
Actions
Safe Passing Law is most common



Maine, Oklahoma, South Carolina all adopted Bike
Plans since 2022
Texas added significant bike plan components to
its Long-Range Transportation Plan 

Bike Plans
“Setting a goal is not the main thing.

It is deciding how you will go about

achieving it and staying with that

plan.” – Tom Landry

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Landry


Old
Bicycle Safety Emphasis Area in the

Strategic Highway Safety Plan

Removed due to: 
New federal requirement to
consider all users in SHSP
Required Vulnerable Road User
Safety Assessments
Vulnerable Road User Special Rule
requiring use of federal Highway
Safety Improvement Program funds
in certain states

N E W
S T A T E  L A W S  F O R  # S L O W R O A D S

C R I T E R I A ,  A T  L E A S T  O N E  O F :

D E F A U L T  S P E E D  L I M I T  F O R  U R B A N

D I S T R I C T S  2 0  M P H

D E F A U L T  S P E E D  L I M I T  F O R

R E S I D E N T I A L  D I S T R I C T S  2 0  M P H

C L E A R  L O C A L  A U T H O R I T Y  F O R  2 0  M P H

I N  U R B A N / R E S I D E N T I A L  D I S T R I C T S



Legislative action
Based on law, not real-world prevalence

State Laws
for
#SlowRoads
#SlowRoads Save Lives

https://bikeleague.org/take-action/slow-roads-save-lives/


Category
Reorganization

Change



Old
Infrastructure & Funding

Education & Encouragement
Legislation & Enforcement

Policies & Programs
Evaluation & Planning

N E W

F U N D I N G

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

L A W S

P L A N N I N G

S A F E T Y

C A P A C I T Y  &  S U P P O R T

# E V E R Y R I D E C O U N T S



Best performing category is Infrastructure
Worst performing category is #EveryRideCounts

Reorganization
Goals
Easier to explain

More cohesive



Average Score was 80% of available points 

Question
Highlights
“non-motorized traveler volumes are the

most broadly applicable data that would

aid in implementing Complete Streets.

Without volume data, agencies cannot

measure the efficacy of projects intended

to increase pedestrian and bicycle travel”

USDOT Report to Congress Average Score was 33% of available points 

https://highways.dot.gov/complete-streets/moving-complete-streets-design-model-report-congress-opportunities-and-challenges


#SlowRoads Save
Lives

#ReadyToRide
#EveryRideCounts

Campaign Integration



#SlowRoads
Save Lives

Big Idea: 20 mph speed limits should be a normal part
of transportation networks and by promoting that
idea we will meaningfully impact speed management



#ReadyToRide

Big Idea: Everyone should be educated about safe mobility
and that includes in-school on-bicycle education so that
ALL children are safe and Ready To Ride



Every
Ride
Counts
“non-motorized traveler volumes are the

most broadly applicable data that would

aid in implementing Complete Streets.

Without volume data, agencies cannot

measure the efficacy of projects intended

to increase pedestrian and bicycle travel”

USDOT Report to Congress

Big Idea: Commuter estimates are not enough to
understand bicycle travel and we need states to
participate in national bicycle volume reporting

https://highways.dot.gov/complete-streets/moving-complete-streets-design-model-report-congress-opportunities-and-challenges




Visit us online at:

b ike l eague .o rg
and

da ta . b i ke l eague .o rg


