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Background 

The City of Portland 
(largest in Oregon) 
fought since 2009 
to secure local 
control over speed 
limit reductions. 



● Gave Oregon cities the ability to decrease speed 
limits by 5 MPH (lower than statutory speed limits) 
on non-arterial streets in 'residence districts’ 

● Oregon Transportation Commission updates its 
administrative rules (OAR) to provide guidance to 
the process and ensure statewide consistency 
(passed in March 2019)

2019



Why Local Control?
● Lag time of ODOT’s 
Speed Control Board and
Speed Zone Review Panel 

● Increasing professional concerns with 85% (and 
even 50%) speeds in urban areas 

● Rising traffic fatalities, especially for people 
walking and biking 

. 



“I believe we should be 
setting the speed limit 
based on how fast 
motorists should be 
driving in dense urban 
neighborhoods, not on 
how fast people want to 
drive.”

— Rob Nosse, State 
Representative D42



2020



2021

Two types of speed limits: 

1. Statutory -  governed by state law i.e, 20 mph in School 
Zones and 65 mph on interstates

2. Designated - depend on local context and engineering 
(this is the authority devolved to locals by HB 3055)



2021

● Law applies to all 241 cities in Oregon and the 
unincorporated parts of Multnomah and Clackamas 
County

● Unincorporated parts of other counties still need to 
rely on state officials to make speed limit changes

● Plenty of hoops to jump through, still …



Caveat

Unfortunately, the speed limit reductions in 
HB3055 were tied to some financial 
‘gerrymandering’ (merging historically 
un-mergeable revenue streams) to increase the 
DOT’s capacity for freeway expansion projects 
(in the name of congestion relief).  



Next Steps 
● ATE Legislation - red light cams, speed radar, 

civilian review (HB 4105) 

● Jurisdictional Transfer Advisory Committee (HB 
2793)

● “Great Streets’ Complete Streets Funding (HB 
3113)’ 

● 2024 Oregon Active Transportation Summit 
(Portland, June 5-7)

● 2025 Transportation Omnibus Package 



THANK YOU
sarah@thestreetrust.org
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