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Slow Roads Save Lives – 
setting speed limits for safety
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Crash probability and 

severity

Context limit setting

Policy matters

Enforcement required

Need automakers to 

step forward
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Speed Limits matter
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U.S. maximum speed limits
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Speed limit increases 1993-2017 resulted in an 
estimated 37,000 extra deaths that wouldn’t have 

occurred had limits remained unchanged
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by road type

Fatality risk increases
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Boston, relative to expected without speed limit reduction

Change in mean speeds and odds of exceeding 25, 30 or 35 mph
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Relative to no speed limit change

Percent change in odds of a crash involving KAB injury
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Credible, consistent, and enforceable limits

Local roads to freeways; rural to urban

NOT just the 85th percentile

Access – intersections, driveways

Road character – lanes, divided, roadside hazards

Traffic – AADT

Pedestrian activity

Crash history

Used on 3000+ projects    https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/uslimits/

US Limits



Beyond speed limits



Montgomery County, Maryland

Long-term reductions in vehicle speeds and serious crashes 
associated with speed safety cameras
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Apps for teens and all drivers

Intelligent speed assistance

Vehicle technology must be part of the solution



Percent of time speeding

Drivers sped more frequently with ACC and Pilot Assist
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Front autobrake and
pedestrian crash reductions

27% With systems that 
recognize pedestrians
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Vehicle fleet is changing
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Money for something!



In contrast…

Volvo Vision 2020

Top speed of 112 mph

“And while a speed limitation is not a cure-all, 
it’s worth doing if we can even save one life.”

Håkan Samuelsson, President & CEO — March 4, 2019



THANK YOU
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