
SHORT-TERM
BIKE PARKING
AND THE LAW OF ATTRACTION









APPLY FOR RECOGNITION & FEEDBACK



BFA APPLICATION CRITERIA
The Five E’s:
» Engineering 
» Encouragement
» Education
» Evaluation & Planning
» Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion





Learning 
Objectives

• Know the basic features of a highly functional bike rack

• Understand key considerations for site selection and 
avoid the dreaded Forgotten Bike Rack Syndrome

• Learn how the bike rack is more than just pure utility. 
These babies can fly if you let ‘em.

• Master the art of the bike rack law of attraction . . . matching the 
right rack to the right location attracts bikes

• Bonus: We’ll briefly get into common guidelines, obstacles, 
innovations related to short-term bike parking, and pull out a crystal 
ball to predict its future.  Mainly we’ll use this time to percolate 
questions to learn what’s been vexing you about the topic. 



What makes a good bike rack?

• Stability of the rack (stable, firm)

• Two points of contact with the bicycle

• Security and Ease of Use (secure, 
easy going)



Attracting Bikes 
for Parking in the 

Short-Term





What is 
Considered 
Short-Term?

< 2 Hours



Amenity UselessRequirement



Selecting a Site for 
Short-Term Bike Parking

• Convenience and ease of use are 
the highest priorities, otherwise it 
won’t likely get used. 



Where are people 
currently parking 
bikes when there are 
no racks available?



Place racks in a 
highly visible, 
prominent location



ACCESS



Short-Term Bike Rack Styles
(The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly)



Good Basic Racks



Good Custom Racks



Bike Corrals
(Attract lots of bikes)



Bad Streetscape Racks



The special case of the hanger racks

Photo: Bicycle Security Advisors



Choices, Choices …Oh, So Many Options!



Horizontal Mounting Options

In-Ground Surface Rail



Hardware 
Options



Finish Options

Powder Coat Galvanized Stainless



Amenities

Bike Repair SignageLighting

Photo: Architonic



Security



Match Maker
Introducing the Right Rack to the Right Space



Streetscapes



Campuses
(College and Company)



Example: KEEN



Parking Garages



Bike Stations



Parks and Trails



Events and Bike Valet



Shelters



Space Use



ADA Considerations

Protruding
objects cannot 
Reduce the
minimum width 
of accessible
routes.

80”
min

27”
max

Objects above 
headroom 
clearance can 
protrude any
amount.

Objects with leading 
edges 
within cane
sweep can 
protrude any
amount.



Seattle Cargo Rack





SHELTER, ACCESS, SECURITY

Target – Arlington, VA 
Photos courtesy Bike Arlington



Requirements and Obstacles

Design Standards Spacing Minimums Encroachment Fees
Permitting Fees

Liability
Utilities Sign Off

Neighboring Properties



How to Increase Short-Term 
Bike Parking Where You Live

Bike Rack 
Programs

Cost Share
Grants

Donations

Ordinances Meter Replacement

$



Looking Ahead

• More shelters
• More artistic design forward racks
• More integration with landscaping
• More technology and charging opportunities
• Locking to a tree, gates, fences, or to street 

furniture will increasingly be a thing of the 
past.  (Avoid bad dates, think positive)



LEARN MORE…
» About the League and other programs: 

» bikeleague.org

» About the BFC Program: 
» bikeleague.org/community

» About the BFB Program: 
» bikeleague.org/business

» About the BFU Program: 
» bikeleague.org/university

» Apply today:
» apply.bikeleague.org

Upcoming Application Schedules:
»BFB: Open for Submissions!
»Next BFB Deadline March 2, 2022

»BFU: Application Opening Soon! 
»Next BFU Deadline Summer ‘22

»BFC: Application Opens May 2022
»Next BFC Deadline Fall ‘22



APBP Essentials of Bike Parking

Dero Bike Room Design Guide

Dero Pocket Guide to Bike Parking

Useful Guides



Questions

?




